xv,]                          THE "TIMES."                           215

where the magistrates had strictly forbidden reporters,
put his hands into his coat-pocket, and with pencil in
one hand, and tablet in the other, did his work.

The influence of tins journal, is a recognised power
in Europe, and of course none is more conscious of it
than its conductors. The tone of its articles has often
been the occasion of comment from the official organs
of the continental courts, ancl sometimes the ground
of 'diplomatic complaint. What would the " Times "
say1? is a terror in Paris, in Berlin, in Vienna, in Copen-
hagen, and in Nepaul. Its consummate discretion
and success exhibit the English, skill of combination.
The daily paper is the work of many hands, chiefly,
it is said, of young men recently from the University,
and perhaps reading law in chambers in London.
Hence the academic elegance, and classic allusion,
which adorn its columns, Hence, too, the heat and
gallantry of its onset. But the steadiness of the aim
suggests the belief that this firo is directed and fed
by older engineers; as if persons of exact informa-
tion, and with settled views of policy, supplied the
writers with the basis of fact, and the object to be
attained, and availed themselves of their younger
energy and eloquence to plead the cause. Both the
council and the executive departments gain by this
division. Of two men of equal ability, the one who
does not write, but keeps his eye on the course of
public affairs, "will have the higher judicial wisdom.
But the parts are kept in concert, all the articles
appear to proceed from a single will The " Times "
never disapprove of what itself has said, or cripples